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Gilda’s Club Twin Cities (GCTC) is a 

nonprofit cancer support community 

located in Minnetonka, Minnesota. 

GCTC serves anyone who has been 

touched by cancer – men, women 

and children, and their families and 

friends – at any stage of the cancer 

experience. GCTC’s comprehensive 

program of support, education, 

healthy lifestyle, information and 

referral services and social 

opportunities is an essential 

supplement to medical care – all at 

no cost. 

Named after comedian Gilda Radner 

who died of cancer in 1989, the first 

clubhouse was opened in New York 

City in 1995 by her family and 

friends. GCTC is an independent 

affiliate of the Cancer Support 

Community. 

Since 2014 Gilda’s Club Twin Cities 

has served over 3,000 individuals 

impacted by more than 50 types of 

cancer, and in that time has 

experienced more than 30,000 

program visits. 

Dear Friends, 

April 23, 2018 marks the 4th anniversary of opening Gilda’s Club in the Twin Cities. 
The 2014 grand opening was the culmination of many years of planning, 
fundraising and imagining a place where no one faces cancer alone. We were 
brand new to the Twin Cities, heralding a message of social and emotional support 
and its importance to comprehensive cancer care.  

Today we know our innovative free program of support addresses the ripple effect 
of a cancer diagnosis, including not only the person living with cancer but families, 
friends, caregivers and co-workers – everyone whose lives are impacted by cancer.  
We also know our program is proven with more than 30,000 visits made to our 
Clubhouse to date. The Twin Cities community continues to see our value and 
invest in the welfare of our members—the individuals who are the recipients of 
our work.  

We continue to dream big and make our presence known in the Twin Cities. To 
enhance the member experience, we are listening to their needs and responding 
with new program offerings and technologies. We continue to educate our 
community on the importance of social and emotional care as a critical component 
of comprehensive medical care, and are proud to partner with organizations that 
understand and embrace working together for the benefit of all who are touched 
by cancer. 

From our early dedicated advocates who helped open our clubhouse, to the 
members who so bravely walked through our red clubhouse doors and from the 
long-time donors and newly engaged supporters, we wouldn’t be here without 
you. As we grow and innovate, we recognize that we must do this in partnership 
with you—and our entire community.  

Thank you helping us navigate the early years of Gilda’s Club Twin Cities, growing 
with us and investing in a future where no one faces cancer alone. 

Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Libby Utter 
Executive Director   |   Gilda’s Club Twin Cities 
952-767-7620   |   Libby.Utter@GildasClubTwinCities.org 
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Cancer Circumstances: 

 Living with Cancer 

 Post-treatment 

 Young adult 

 Family, friends and caregivers 

 Living with Loss 

 Teens and Children 

 Any type of cancer, at any 

stage of cancer 
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“I like that I am able to talk about cancer in a 

normal tone of voice with other people who are 

going through, or have gone through, 

something similar. At Gilda’s, I don’t have to be 

careful about making others upset or 

minimizing my feelings to make people around 

me more comfortable with my diagnosis. It’s 

very freeing and I feel relieved and lighter.” 

-Kate 

51% Living 
with 

Cancer

49% Friends, 
Family and 
Caregivers

10,700 Support 
Groups

8,600 Healthy Li festyle Classes

5,200 Social 

Opportunities

3,000 Education
850 Individual Services

Have increased quality 
of life due to attending 
programs at GCTC 

Feel less isolated 
and more       
connected because they are a part of the 
community at GCTC 

Would recommend 
GCTC to a friend or 
colleague 

35% Breast Cancer

13% Ovarian / 

Uterine Cancers

7% Lung 

Cancer

6% Colorectal 

Cancer

5% Lymphoma

5% Brain Cancer

29% Other Cancers

http://www.gildasclubtwincities.org
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Gilda’s Club Twin Cities was built by the community, for the community and is 

sustained by the community. All programs are completely FREE. This free 

program of support would not be possible without the generous support of Twin 

Cities corporations, foundations, and individuals through direct donations and 

support of GCTC fundraising events.  

*2017 Financials are preliminary and not yet audited 
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47%
Corporate / 

Foundation

26%

Individual

26% Events

1% Other

79%

Programs

15% Fundraising

6% Administration

Gilda’s Club Twin Cities (GCTC) is an 

independent affiliate of the Cancer 

Support Community (CSC), a worldwide 

network of more than 45 Gilda’s Clubs, 

Cancer Support Communities, and 100+ 

hospital partnerships. Each clubhouse is 

an independent nonprofit committed to 

ensuring that no one faces cancer alone. 

GCTC is open to anyone impacted by 

any type of cancer: men, women, 

children, teens, those with a diagnosis 

as well as caregivers, families and 

friends. All services are provided free of 

charge and made possible by the 

generous support of the Twin Cities 

community. 

GCTC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization. Our Federal Tax ID number 

is 20-4265823.  Contributions to GCTC 

are tax deductible to the fullest extent 

allowed under IRS regulations.   

http://www.gildasclubtwincities.org


$50,000+ 

The Estate of Gregory Rogers 
Eva and Dick Stevens 

Thrivent Mutual Funds 

 

$25,000 to $49,999 

The Margaret A. Cargill 

Foundation Fund 

Paul and Wendy Marie Seyb 

Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans Foundation 

 

$10,000 to $24,999 

Blythe Brenden-Mann 

Foundation 

Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Brian and Jane Ostenso 

Pajor Family Foundation 

Richard M Schulze Family 

Foundation 

Amy and Frank Strezo 

Ruth Stricker Dayton 

The Wasie Foundation 

 

$5,000 to $9,999 

BMO Harris Bank 

Steve Brown 

Columns Resource Group 

Foundation, Mpls 

Ray Edwards Memorial Trust 

The Engler & Kantar Family 

Elizabeth and Daniel Gangl 

Glenda and Paul Hawkins 

Rick and Patty Kleven 

Paul and Kay Larsen  

Valerie Martinson 

The McGeehan Family 

Minnesota Society of Clinical 

Oncology 

The John Mondati Foundation 

Jean Paul 

Al and Flory Seck 

Shamrock Foundation 

TEGNA Foundation 

$1,000 to $4,999 

Adobe Systems Inc 

Allianz Life Insurance 

Company of North America 

Justin Amand and Melissa 

Schwartz 

Ameriprise Financial 

Lloyd Amundson  

Mark Anema 

Ernie Ashcroft  

Frank Babka 

Elizabeth and Glenn Baird 

Bayerkohler & Graff, Ltd 

Brighton Collectibles  

Steve Bladholm  

Cheryl Bock and              

Kevin Rehnberg 

Judith and Niel Brenner 

Candace Campbell and      

Jerry Seck 

Becki Carroll and Pete Stene 

Dr. David Chizek 

Anne Chenette and             

Jeff Pomeroy 

Ron and Kathy Colby 

Denise Cole  

Crystal Cullerton-Sen 

Sarah and Alan Dale 

Wendy Wenger Dankey and 

Jeff Dankey 

Mark and Patricia Davis 

Jennifer Eastman 

Sherilyn Ekrem  

First Light Asset Management 

Bruce Fischer and             

Cathy Johnston 

Renée Garpestad 

Susan Gadbois 

Julie Gansen 

Gary and Gina Gottschalk  

Leon and Avie Greenslit 

Jane and Ed Griffin 

Ken and Kathy Halloran 

Jerald Hammann 

Randy Harris 

Dail Hartnack 

Robert Haselow 

Lisa and Jack Hauser 

Allina Health 

Beth Heinemann and       

Howard Root 

The Healy Family Charitable 

Fund of the Catholic 

Community Foundation 

Karla and Ron Heeter 

Jerry Hentges 

Hitachi Capital America Corp 

Erin and John Hupp 

Barbara Jensen  

Jane Kempf  

Paula Kirsch  

Dean and Sue Kopperud 

Teri and Jay Koreny 

Deb and Tim Krieg 

Lisa Kraft-Kujawa  

Judy and Ronald Libertus 

Barbara Lilledahl 

Jenni Lilledahl and             

John Sweeney 

Rob and Katie Loftus 

The Lonsdale Crawl 

Lai and Chris Maccarone 

Rick and Maureen Massopust 

Joe McCarty  

Carol and Tim McShane 

Medtronic Foundation 

Minnesota Oncology 

Becky Mosbrucker  

Alina Muller 

Gloria Murman 

Nuveen Asset Management 

Lisa Paulson 

Patricia Pierce  

Bill and Teri Popp 

Jan Preble 

Carrie Puterbaugh and        

Eric Biese 

Jim and Louiva Puffer 

Marvin D. Richards 

Dudley Riggs and Pauline Boss 

Jennifer Saran 

Gene and Cheryl Schissel 

The Schmidt Kuehn Family 

Cindy Schmieg 

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 

Community 

Sit Investment Associates 

Foundation 

Susan Smith  

Nancy Somers 

Becky Sowada 

Kathi and Dave Stewart 

Janette Strathy  

Kim Swalboski  

Penelope Sweitzer  

James and Georgia Thompson 

Diane and                    

Gaylord Thormodsgard 

Keith and Mary Ulstad 

UnitedHealth Group 

Mary Walesch  

Patricia Wasmund 

Moira Webster-Larranaga and 

Bob Larranaga 

Wells Fargo 

Mary Ellen Wells and           

Bill Arendt 

Michael Williams  

Caryn Zembrosky and      

Jeffrey Herman 
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Support GCTC by: 

 Becoming a monthly 

donor 

 Contributing through 

your donor advised 
fund 

 Participating in 

workplace giving 

 Making a gift of stock 

 Including GCTC in your 

will 

 
Questions?  
Call 612-227-2147 to learn 
how to support GCTC today. 

http://www.gildasclubtwincities.org
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Rick Kleven 
Thrivent Financial 
Chair 

Eva Stevens 
United Properties 
Vice-Chair  

Valerie Martinson 
Thrivent Financial   
Treasurer 

Jennifer Eastman 
Secretary 

Renée Garpestad 
Lee Hecht Harrison 
Director 

Gary Gottschalk 
Director 

Jerald Hammann 
Diversified Consulting Associates, 
LLC 
Director  

Louise Harris 
praeeo, inc 
Director  

John Hupp 
Director 

Liz Jacobs-Michka 
Right Realty, Inc 
Director 

Jenni Lilledahl 
Brave New Workshop Theatre 
Director 

Ehren McGeehan 
BMO Harris Bank 
Director  

Joni Pierce 
Marsh & McLennan Agency, LLC 
Director 

Al Seck 
Cardiovascular Products 
Director 

Wendy Seyb 
Director 

 

Director Emeriti 

Carrie Puterbaugh 
Dolly Lowery  

In Memoriam                                 

Janet Kinzler 
Sit Investment Associates 

*Board membership as of  
December 31, 2017 
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Christopher Moertel, MD 
University of Minnesota Health 

GCTC Medical Advisory Board 
Chair 

 

Renata Beaman, PT, MS, MA, 
OGS, CLT 
OrthoRehab Specialists, Inc. 

Anne Blaes, MD 
University of Minnesota Health 

Mark Carlson, Psy.D, LP 
Mental Health Systems 

Joel Carter, MD 
Park Nicollet Methodist Hospital 

Kathryn Farniok, MD 
Minnesota Oncology 

Charles Fazio, MD, MS  
HealthPartners 

Kathryn Goodrich, PT, DPT, 
MBA, CLT-LANA 
Park Nicollet Methodist Hospital 

Michael Hanson 
Kindred Hospice 

Helen Healy, ND 
Wellspring Naturopathic Clinic 

Lisa Hurt, RN, MA, OCN 
Ridgeview Medical Center 

Kara Johnson, LMFT, MSE, 
M.Ed. 
Park Nicollet Frauenshuh Cancer 
Center 

Corinne Jordan, MD, FACS 
Specialists in General Surgery 

Sonia Karimi, MD 
Allina Health 

Jeffrey Kendall, Psy.D, LP 
University of Minnesota Masonic 
Cancer Center 

Mary Jo Kreitzer, PhD, RN 
Earl E. Bakken Center for  
Spirituality and Healing - UofM 

Nikki Kuechenmeister, BS 
Minnesota Department of Health 
SAGE Program and Cancer  
Control Section 

Joy Larsen-Haidle, MS, LG 
North Memorial Health 

Rachel Lerner, MD 
Park Nicollet Frauenshuh Cancer 
Center 

Kris Linner, M. Div., BCC 
Fairview Home Care and Hospice 

Emil Lou, MD, Ph.D, FACP 
University of Minnesota Health, 
Division of Hematology, Oncology and 
Transplantation  

Andrew Mayo, MD, CMO 
St. Croix Hospice 

Marilee McGraw,RN 
Incyte 

Amy McNally, MD 
Minnesota Oncology 

Nancy Menth, RN, MA 
St. Francis Regional Medical Center 

Meghan Michelotti, MSW, 
LCSW 
Minneapolis VA Healthcare System 

Kirsten Moertel, CCLS, LPCC 
Family Enhancement Center 

Syndal Ortman, APRN, DNP, 
AOCNP 
Hennepin Healthcare Medical Center 

Carol Ann Peterson, LICSW, 
MAHS 
Park Nicollet Frauenshuh Cancer 
Center 

 

Mary Radomski, PhD, OTR/L 
Allina Health, Courage Kenny  
Rehabilitation Institute 

Yana Reko, RN 
Minnesota Oncology 

Laura Rich, PharmD , CSP 
Thrifty White Pharmacy 

GayLynn Richards, DNP, RN, 
MPH, retired 
Minnesota Department of Health 
SAGE Program 

Julissa Rios, Case Manager 
West Side Community Health Services 

Benita Robinson, CHW 
American Cancer Society - Midwest 
Division, Inc 

Karim Sadak, MD, MPH, MSE 
University of Minnesota Health 

Jenny Simmonds, M.Ed. 
Fairview Youth Grief Services 

Cindy Steele, APRN, CNP, 
AOCN 
Hennepin Healthcare Medical Center 

Amy Taylor, MD 
Park Nicollet, Earl E. Bakken Center 
for Spirituality and Healing - Uof M 

Trudy Timmer, LICSW 
Minneapolis VA Healthcare System 

Megan Voss, DNP, RN 
Earl E. Bakken Center for  
Spirituality and Healing - UofM 

Brenda Weigel, MD 
University of Minnesota Health

Gilda’s Club Twin Cities 
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Join 

Volunteer 

Donate 

Become a member! Call today to register for a New Member Meeting. 

Help at an event, lead an activity, or greet members and guests when they visit 
— call to learn about more opportunities to volunteer. 

We are 100% philanthropically supported. Visit our website to set up a monthly 
donation or a one-time gift at GildasClubTwinCities.org/Donate. 

http://www.gildasclubtwincities.org

